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  The Worship of God   

  The Third Sunday of Advent: Joy   

       

TEN FIFTY-FIVE O’CLOCK   December 15, 2019 

       

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP      

 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
with th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
       ~Charles Wesley 

 

       

WELCOME AND CALL TO REVERENCE    Rev. Thrailkill 

       

CHIMING OF THE HOUR AND PRELUDE  arr. Lani Smith 

 O Come, All Ye Faithful  

       

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP    arr. Hal H. Hopson 

  Prepare the Royal Highway   

       

*CALL TO WORSHIP     

 

We gather in preparation 
 

For good news is about to be proclaimed. 
 

We gather in expectation 
 

For joy is about to break forth in our midst. 

 



 

We gather in celebration 
 

For we are those people who have said 
 Yes to the manger 
 Yes to the one incarnate for others, 
 Yes to the wholeness of God. 
 

In preparation and expectation, we celebrate! Let us pray together: 

 

       

*INVOCATION      

 

God of joy, hope, and healing, we give thanks for all the ways 
you work for wholeness and right relationships in our own lives 
and throughout the world. When suffering arises, let our hearts 
find joy in you. Fill us with courage to bear witness to what we 
have seen and heard. May our lives always testify to the Good 
News of your love, and may we lift up those who are bowed 
down so that your joy may spread throughout the earth. We 
pray in the name of Jesus, who opened the eyes of the blind and 
proclaimed the Good News to the poor. Amen. 

 

       

*HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 102 ANTIOCH 

 Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come  

       

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  

 

Behold, I bring you glad tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 
 

What is all this joy about? 
 

This is the joy in the coming of the Lord. The first candle represents the 
Hope of his coming, and the second candle represents the Peace he brings 
to us. (Light the third candle.) The third candle is the light of Joy; joy to 
the world! The Lord is come! 
 

We praise you, O God, for the joy we feel in our hearts as we 
near the time of Christ’s coming. 

 

   

CANDLELIGHTING SONG NO. 80  BAUGH 

 

Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love 
 

Hope, peace, joy, and love! 
These are gifts You bring from above. 

Jesus, Emmanuel, come to be 
light of Your joy, reflected in me. 

 



 

PASTORAL PRAYER   Dr. Phillips 

       

PRAYER RESPONSE   arr. Carl Ashley 

  What Child Is This?   

       

*OFFERTORY HYMN NO. 39 (Hymn Supplement)  JUNGST 

 How Great Our Joy!  

       

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   

       

RECEIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS arr. Peggy Bettcher 

 I Wonder as I Wander  

       

SCRIPTURE LESSON Isaiah 7:10-16 & Matthew 3:18-25 

       
ANTHEM    J. S. Bach 

Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring  Bill Ford, flute 

       

SERMON    Dr. Phillips 

 We Are Getting the Unexpected  

       

*HYMN OF COMMITMENT NO. 139  W ZLOBIE LEZY 

 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly  

       

 
As we sing, you are welcome to come and share your desire to follow Jesus by 

profession of faith, a recommitment to Christ, or by membership in this church. 
 

       

*BENEDICTION AND RESPONSE NO. 106 (Hymn Supplement)   DIVINE STREET 

 

Come, Holy Child of Peace 
 

Come, Holy Child of Peace, Come, Holy Child of Peace; 
As we await the coming of our Lord, Our hope will never cease. 

Now, as we leave this place, Enter our hearts this day; 
Give us the strength to do Your blessed will 

With joy upon each face. 

 

       

POSTLUDE    Steven Scott 

 Christmas Joy  




