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  The Worship of God   

  
The First Sunday of Advent: Hope 

Hanging of the Greens 
  

       

TEN FIFTY-FIVE O’CLOCK   December 1, 2019 

       

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP      

 

We wait our Savior’s coming, our own eternal King! 
Long promised by the prophets, let heaven with praises ring. 
Our hope is ever growing, God’s peace to all bestowing. 
Hosanna to the Lord, for He fulfills God’s word! 
    ~Mikael Franzén, trans. Philip M. Young 

 

       

WELCOME AND CALL TO REVERENCE    Dr. Phillips 

       

CHIMING OF THE HOUR AND PRELUDE arr. Patricia Lou Harris 

 Then Shall Your Light Break Forth  

       

SERVICE OF BAPTISM   

  Marley Converse  Pierre Converse, Jr.  Michael Converse 

    

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP    arr. Hal H. Hopson 

  Prepare the Royal Highway   

       

*OPENING SENTENCES   Dr. Phillips 

 

In the days to come, the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be 
established as the highest of the mountains and shall be raised above the 
hill; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say: 
 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of 
the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we 
may walk in his paths.” 

 



 

With what shall we come to his house? Bring branches of cedar and holly, 
bring evergreens and a pine tree, hang wreaths and garlands. 
 

Make the church fragrant with the smell of living things and 
our holy play. In acts of hanging greens and listening to the 
words of prophets and seers, let us make our hearts and this 
space a place of inward and outward preparation for the one 
who comes to give us second birth. 
 

We pray together: 

 

       

*OPENING PRAYER      

 

Gracious God, your vision of peace and wholeness comes to us 
in sweeping revelations and in tiny signs of hope. Kindle our 
hearts that we may be a hopeful people. Keep us from growing 
weary of waiting, lest we miss the glory of your appearing. Even 
so, come quickly, O God. Amen. 

 

       

*CAROL NO. 96 HOUSTON 

 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light  

       
*RESPONSIVE READING     

 

People of God, we stand at the entrance of the church and at the doorway 
of the Christian year on this First Sunday of Advent. Let us mark the 
entrance to the church building and our hearts and minds as portals for 
Christ to enter. 
 

Come, Lord Jesus! Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors! That the 
Ruler of Glory may come in! 
 

Who is the Ruler of Glory? 
 

The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle! 
 

Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors! 
That the Ruler of Glory may come in. 
 

Who is this Ruler of Glory? 
 

The Lord of hosts; the Lord is the Ruler of Glory!  
 

(The wreaths, garlands, and bows are hung at this time.) 

 



*CAROL NO. 79 VENI EMMANUEL 

 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  
       

RESPONSIVE READING     

 

How shall we make this place a reminder of our need of repentance and 
that faithfulness and integrity come from God, our Maker and Redeemer? 
 

Let us bring poinsettias as Hosea speaks the Word of God. 
 

(The poinsettias are placed during the reading.) 

 

       
OLD TESTAMENT READING Hosea 14:4-9 
  
*CAROL NO. 83 HYFRYDOL 

 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  
   
RESPONSIVE READING     

 

Our God, the Holy One of Israel, is a God of comfort and compassion. 
With the candles, we remember the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of the 
Light of the World. With the Christmas tree, we remember his everlasting 
promises to the poor and needy. Isaiah spoke of the Lord’s making of the 
wilderness a place of blessing where water and plants, even pine trees, 
would manifest God’s loving action to save and provide. 
 

Place the candles, dear friends, as Jesus said, “I am the light of 
the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.” Let us now hear the words of the 
prophet Isaiah. 
 

(The candles are placed during the reading.) 

 

       
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 41:17-20 
  
*CAROL NO. 90 BESANÇON 

 People, Look East  
   



RESPONSIVE READING     

 

Here in this place, we prepare for the coming of the Lord. Here, we will 
remember his Advent, his birth in Bethlehem, weak and helpless as an 
infant. And here, we rekindle our prayer, “Come, Lord Jesus,” as we await 
his coming as the bright morning star. 
 

Hang symbols, figures, and signs of Christ—Ruler, Prophet, 
Priest. Place statues on the table to remind us of his story. Hang 
stars, crosses, triangles, the Alpha and the Omega to remind us 
of his identity and of the Holy Trinity. 
 

A reading from the Book of Revelation 22:12-17: “See, I am coming 
soon...I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning 
and the end. Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will 
have the right to the tree of life and may enter the city by the gates. It is I, 
Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I 
am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” The 
Spirit and the bride say, 
 

“Come.” 
 

And let everyone who hears say, 
 

“Come.” 
 

And let everyone who is thirsty, 
 

Come. 
 

Let anyone who wishes, take the water of life as a gift. The Word of the 
Lord. 
 

(The Nativity is placed on the table, and the people 
hang chrismons, as the congregation sings.)  

 

       
*CAROL NO. 113 DIVINUM MYSTERIUM 
 Of the Father’s Love Begotten  
   
*LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE    

 

Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who hope in the Lord! 
 

Hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, 
and with him is plenteous redemption. 

 



 

(Light the first candle.) The first candle of the Advent wreath represents 
the light of Hope, the hope of redemption. 
 

We praise you, O God, for the realization of our hope through 
your Son, Jesus Christ, the Hope of the world. 

 

   

*CANDLELIGHTING SONG NO. 80 BAUGH 

 Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love  

   

 

Hope, peace, joy, and love! 
These are gifts You bring from above. 

Jesus, Emmanuel, come to be 
light of Your hope, reflected in me. 

 

   

CALL TO PRAYER AND PASTORAL PRAYER   Dr. Phillips 

   

CHORAL RESPONSE  arr. Carl Ashley 

 What Child Is This?  

       

*OFFERTORY HYMN NO. 112   BUNESSAN 

 Child in the Manger  

       

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   Rev. Thrailkill 

       

RECEIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS  arr. Gerald Peterson 

  Rise Up, Shepherd!   

       

ANTHEM   Joseph M. Martin 

Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love 
Bill Ford, flute 

    

REFLECTIONS   Dr. Phillips 

    

*HYMN OF COMMITMENT NO. 99 AR HYD Y NOS, alt. 

View the Present Through the Promise 



       

 
Worship ends after the Postlude. However, you may exit during the Postlude if you 
need to. Guests are encouraged to come to the narthex so a minister may greet you. 

 

       

 
*Stand as you are able. | Assisted-listening devices are available upon request. 

This service is broadcast live at 11:00 AM on WGBR 1150 AM and 98.3 FM. 
CCLI #1036515 

 

*BENEDICTION AND RESPONSE NO. 106 (Hymn Supplement)  DIVINE STREET 

Come, Holy Child of Peace 

    

 

Come, Holy Child of Peace, 
Come, Holy Child of Peace; 

As we await the coming of our Lord, 
Our hope will never cease. 

Now, as we leave this place,  
Enter our hearts this day; 

Give us the strength to do Your blessed will 
With joy upon each face. 

 

    

POSTLUDE   Louis-Claude Daquin 

Noël in G 






