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Glenn’s Pen 
 

     This week as I reflected on Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and our Night to Shine celebration next 
month, I remembered this story below sent to me by Martha Bryan. 
 

      In 1979, I was managing a Wendy’s in Port Richey Florida. I was searching for someone to work 
three hours a day only at lunch. I went thru all my applications and most were all looking for more 
hours but, buried at the bottom of a four-inch stack, a man only looking for lunch part-time. His 
name was Nicky. I decided to give him a call and see if he could stop in for an interview. When I 
called, he was not home but his mom said she would make sure he would be there. At the accorded 
time, Nicky walked in. My heart went into my throat. Nicky suffered from Downs Syndrome. His 
physical appearance was a giveaway and his speech only reinforced the obvious. I was young and 
sheltered. Had never interacted on a professional level with a developmentally disabled person. I 
had no clue what to do, so I went ahead and interviewed him. He was a wonderful young man. 
Great outlook. Task focused. Excited to be alive. For only reasons God knew at that time, I hired 
him. 3 hours a day, 7 days a week to run a grill. I let the staff know what to expect. Predictably the 
crew made sure I got the message. They were not excited. We had a crew meeting, they shared 
concerns, and I told them I understood their misgivings, but we were giving him a chance. Nicky 
showed up the next day right on time. He was so excited to be working. He clocked in and started 
his training. He could not multi-task but was great on the grill. Now for the fascinating part.  
There were no computers back then. Every order was called by the cashier. It required a great deal 
of concentration on the staff to get the order right. While Nicky was training the sandwich maker 
asked the grill trainer what was on the next sandwich. Before he could answer Nicky replied, 
“single, no pickle, no onion.” Then Nicky did it again and we discovered Nicky had a hidden and  
valuable skill. He memorized everything he heard! “Photographic” hearing! In 3 days and every 
sandwich maker requested to work with Nicky. He was accepted by the entire crew. After his shift 
he would join the rest of his crew family, drinking Coke like it was water! It was then that they    
discovered another amazing trait. Nicky was a walking/talking perpetual calendar! Staff would sit 
for hours asking him things like what day of the week was December 22, 1847. He never missed. His 
mom would come in at 2 to pick him up. More times than not, the crew would be back there with 
him hamming it up. Once, as I went to get him from the back, his mom said something I will never 
forget. “Let him stay there as long as he wants. He has never been accepted anywhere like he has 
been here.” I excused myself and dried my eyes, humbled and broken hearted at the lesson I just 
learned. Nicky had a profound impact on all of us. His presence changed a lot of what I believe with 
every fiber of my body that Nicky’s hiring was no accident. He changed all of us and helped us deal 
with our prejudices and misconceptions. 
 
     This week we should remember Dr. King. Not because he was perfect or even any better that 
others who have taught us things.  We remember because as a Christian and because of his faithful 
courage,  we remember that all are equal in the eyes of God and should be to us. Our honored 
guests at NTS show the great value in all people and help us celebrate our differences as a part of 
God’s plan for humankind. God does not care if you are rich or poor, republican or democrat or 
black or white. He does not care if your chromosome structure is perfect. I hope you will join me in 
checking your heart this week. There is a little bit of Nicky in all of us and I suspect there is a Nicky 
somewhere in your life that is looking for the chance to be embraced.  
 

Love and Grace, Glenn 
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Having Trouble with Facebook Live? 

During this pandemic, Facebook has been a real blessing to so many churches, including ours. It has proven to be a 
great medium to reach hundreds of people around the world with our worship services. Occasionally, though, troubles 
can arise. Sometimes these are caused by an inconsistent wi-fi signal in the Sanctuary. Other times there may be a 
problem with the sound. Whenever these things occur, we try to fix them as soon as we can. It may be that Facebook is 
down, especially with the high traffic it gets on Sunday mornings due to tens of thousands of churches streaming     
simultaneously. We certainly appreciate the countless time and energy spent by our Audio-Visual committee address-
ing these issues. A special thanks goes to Jim Ward for all of his dedication and hard work. 

On the other hand, if you’re not able to see or hear the worship service on your Facebook account, here are some 
things you can check on your end: 

First, try rebooting your device. This will fix the vast majority of issues. 

If that doesn’t work, try these suggestions if you can’t see video: 

1. Check to make sure that you are signed in to your account. If you don’t have one, sign up at www.facebook.com. 
Then, search for “First Baptist Church Goldsboro.” 

2. Check your internet or wi-fi connection. If you are unable to connect to the internet directly with a cable, your   
internet is down, which means wi-fi will not work. 

3. Try switching to your phone or your computer. On your phone, try using mobile data instead of wi-fi. 
4. Check to see if airplane mode is on. 
5. Are parental controls blocking Facebook? 
6. Trying refreshing the web page. 

If you can’t hear anything: 

1. Check to make sure that the video is not muted. 
2. Your speaker may be disabled. 
3. You may need to update your sound driver. 
4. Your speaker may be broken. Try to play a different file, perhaps an mp3, that you know will produce sound. 

If you’re still having problems, contact the church and a staff member will be happy to help you. 

A Project for United Way called 

They are asking for help in the following ways: 

Adopt a Hygiene Closet 

The Housing Authority of 
Goldsboro is establishing a    

hygiene closest to make sure 
their senior residents have    
access to needed supplies. 

Blood Pressure Checks 

The Housing Authority of 
Goldsboro is in the process of 

creating a blood pressure check 
program for their residents. 
They are hoping to collect 8 

cuffs as an in-kind donation or 
raise $500 to be able to        

purchase the needed cuffs. 

If interested, please contact Ayisha at 919-735-4226 x 1406 or by email 
aellis@hacg.org 
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CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 

In Memory of  Dr. Matthew Delbridge 

Virginia Shaw 
Stained Glass Fund 

Linda & Dick Everhart 
Stained Glass Fund 

Laurie & Bob Harding 
Stained Glass Fund 

Annie Laurie Wharton 
Stained Glass Fund 

Norwood & Ann Giddens 
Stained Glass Fund 

Marion DeGrechie 
Stained Glass Fund 

Jim & Faye Ward 
Stained Glass Fund 

Doug Markham 
Stained Glass Fund 

Doug McKeel 
Helping Hands Ministry 

Pam Stackhouse 
Stained Glass Fund 

Bob & Margaret Pleasants 
Stained Glass Fund 

Lola Delbridge SS Class 
Stained Glass Fund 

Dave & Linda Parsons 
Stained Glass Fund 

Wendell & Linda Thornton 
Stained Glass Fund 

Tommy & Kathy Pate 
Stained Glass Fund 

Pier & Julie Protz 
Stained Glass Fund 

In Honor of Donna Countryman,   
Mary Emma Stevens, Pier Protz       

and Pat Yates 
Night to Shine 

25. Danny Sellers 

 Brooke Jackson 

 David Davis 

28. Tom Gibson 

30. Ethan Sellers 

 Brady Wiggins 

31. Edie Hooks Ricard 

 Gus Roberts 

Ken Barbour 

Katie Biggers 

Warren Bishop 

James Carter 

Roger Casey, Sr. 

Lola Delbridge 

Bill DeShong 

Dan Fisher 

Arnold Flowers 

Kenneth Fulghum 

Larry Gibson 

Ann Giddens 

Eleanor Grant 

Dot Ham 

Willie Joyner 

Shirley Kirkland 

Linda Liegle 

Charlotte Maxwell 

Pat Millard 

Horace Modlin 

Linda Parsons 

Ann Patterson 

Edna Powell 

Benton Satterfield 

Danny Sellers 

Dr. George Silver 

Becky Sykes 

Frankie Sykes 

Annie Laurie 
Wharton 

Frank Williams 

Military: 

Kenny Archibald 

Zach Phillips 

Jeremy Volz 

Extension Member of the Week 
Annie Laurie Wharton 
1504 Evergreen Ave. 
Goldsboro, NC 27530 

Our Church is blessed to have Women of Hope, 
organized and working in our community for the 
good of others. 
These kind Ladies adopted our ReNu Life Group 
Homes for Christmas.  They made each one of these 
20 Residents a gift bag full of all types of goodies. It 
meant a great deal to our Residents and it meant a 
great deal to me as well. 

Thank you Women of Hope for your loving spirit 

that is shared in so many areas. Pier Protz 

Dear My Church Members: 

Night to Shine is less than 1 
month away.  We are so 
excited to be able to      
register 108 honored 
guests this year for the  
Virtual Night to Shine.  I would like to ask you, my friends a 
favor.  If you want to help volunteer for the Night to Shine, 
but do no feel comfortable in being in attendance, would 
you please write a little note or card to our honored guest.  
Letting them know that they are loved by God, they are 
special to this world and to our church.  Letting them know 
that we are praying for them to have a great Night to Shine 
and to stay healthy.  If you are willing to do this, please 
drop off your cards or notes to the church office by January 
30th.  We will be filling the honored guest gift bags on that 
day.  I know God is in control of all things and He has shown 
us that we can still reach our    special friends even though 
it will not be in person as we did in 2020.  Heather and I 
cannot tell you how much we love you all and thank you for 
your support in this mission.   

Donna Countryman and the NTS Committee  



The First Baptist Church 

“Sharing the Heart of Christ from the Heart of the City” 

 FBC partners with the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship nationally and in North 
Carolina, and with the North Carolina Baptist Men and WMU, in spreading 
the gospel and meeting needs in the name of Christ.  

Phone: 919-735-2516 

Fax: 919-735-2993 

E-mail: office@fbcgold.com 

125 South John St. 

PO Box 1538 

Goldsboro NC 

Worship and Study Numbers 

Wednesday, January 13 — 209 
 

Sunday, January 17 Worship — 223 
 

In Church January 17 — 52 
 

 

These numbers increase as services are saved to 
our Facebook page and can be watched later. 
When you add our radio ministry, Christ’s love 
is reaching out because of your commitment. 

First Baptist is on Facebook and Instagram 
 

     COVID-19 has given renewed commitment to 
staying in touch and social media for this case is a 
good way.  If you will like us on Facebook and 
Instagram you will be notified when we post or 
are going on Facebook Live.  

 

Facebook is First Baptist Church 

Goldsboro (you must put in Goldsboro) 
 

Instagram is firstbaptistchurchgoldsboro 

(all together!) 

MINISTER ON CALL 

January 21—January 28– Dr. Glenn Phillips 

We have an emergency number at church available 24/7. 
Call the church and select prompt 5, leave your message 
with a phone number, and a minister will be in touch.   

THE CHURCH  STAFF            
Glenn Phillips Ext. 104  Senior Minister 

919-922-1972 

Scott Thrailkill Ext. 107 Associate Minister 

919-920-0693  
Carl Ashley Ext. 105  Minister of Music 

919--221-1614 

Anna Tart   Children’s Ministry Director 

Carol Gray   Organist 

Bobbi Goodhart Ext. 101 Administrative Assistant 

Sheila Thompson Ext. 102 Administrator 

Melissa Turner Ext. 114 Support Services Manager 

Karen Kestler Ext. 116  Child Development Director 

Child Development Center Phone (919) 735-8464 

First Baptist Website    www.fbcgoldsboro.org.  

General Fund 

Total for the year 2020 will be in the                    
Newsletter February 2, 2021 

 

Sunday, January 3 $1,927.00 

On Line Giving $3,000.00 

Sunday, January 10 $5,617.00 

On Line Giving $1,110.00 

Sunday, January 17 $4,352.00 

On Line Giving $5,990.00 

Total $21,996.00  

Thank you 
to everyone for your thoughts, prayers, 
cards and the beautiful prayer blanket.  All 
of it brought so much comfort to me     
during a scary time.  I am so blessed to 
work with such wonderful people that I 
can call my friends.  May the grace of God 
be with us all in this new year.  

Love, Bobbi 

http://www.fbcgoldsboro.org.

