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     Glenn’s Pen 
 

     Below is a blog posted by one of our young members, Crystal Whitfield. I found it      
insightful and she agreed to allow me to share it as a word of inspiration for these days. 
Thank you Crystal and  DailyPS.org who has the publishing rights for allowing us to use 
these words 
 

     I’ve chosen to maintain a perspective of positivity during the COVID-19      
pandemic. Positivity doesn’t change our circumstances, but it changes us in our 
circumstances and makes our world a better place. In the midst of a world of     
crises, we come together as one, while still attempting to cling to our individuality, 
to set aside self without losing self, to be useful without endangering others, the weight of our 
every move causing our world to seemingly halt, standing frozen in time, gaze fixed, wondering 
how the world will continue beyond here and now. Choosing carefully our next move, now    
realizing our actions will define us and our descendants, forever; history is being made. 
     The Great Depression ended in 1933, but I’m still responding to it. My grandparents lived 
through World War II and all major historical events through 9/11. But this era of time, The 
Great Depression, they were so marked by, that when it was over, they never stopped responding 
to it. As a small child, when I would ask why my grandparents were doing something seemingly 
strange. I was told, “Because they lived through The Great Depression.” My grandparents were 
so defined by The Great Depression, that they never stopped responding to it, even when the 
emergency had ended. They’re all gone now, but I still do certain things because it’s what my 
grandparents always did.  My daily choice of how I am choosing to respond to Covid-19, is one 
of calculated tenacity for positivity. Why? Because one day, when I am no longer here, my  
granddaughter will continue to respond to Covid-19 in the way that I am choosing today. So, our 
response to chaos is calm. Our response to stress is peace. And our response to anything       
emergent is to run to God. I choose my response not only for myself, my community, and my 
world, I choose for her. 
 

     We come to a place as a society of asking ourselves,  
“What legacy will we leave for our grandchildren?” 

 

     As a young woman, thinking ahead to grandchildren may sound strange. But so etched on my 
being is the residue of a season I did not exist for. I can’t help but plan ahead. Reading the Word 
has become more than a pastime. It has become the tenacious pursuit of how much I can read 
and engulf and have become a part of me before quarantine has ended. Refusing to bow to the 
spirit of fear or be defined by an illness, come what may, whatever the cost, because choosing joy 
in the midst of chaos and confusion from a strong, passionate, and insistent desire to stay positive 
is a lifestyle and one I hope I carry to my grave, whether here or at the end of old age. Having 
peace and maintaining a positive perspective in the midst of a stressful situation because I know 
whose I am, and it’s ingrained in me, etched into my very being as a child of God and into my 
identity in Him, it is who I am. I am a child of God. 

 

Ask yourself: 
Is there a different lens you would like to glance through  

during these times to improve your world for you and your family? 
Crystal Whitfield 
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A big FBC thank you to 
Gloria and Arnold Flowers 

for the  pine straw and    
labor that   

beautifies our church! 

 
 

 

Last week our church provided 250 appreciation bags to the staff  at Neuse Correctional. 
Below are pictures of  the team who prepared the bags and some of  the staff  receiving 

them. Financial contributions for this act of  love will be appreciated. 
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Extension Member of the 
Week 

Mattie Underwood—Eagle’s 
Pointe Asst. Living 

901 W. New Hope Rd.   
Goldsboro, NC 27534 

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 

In Memory of Don Allen 

(Mac Allen’s brother) 

Helping Hands Ministry 

Ronnie & Scottie Percise 

In Memory of Ann McKeel 

Helping Hands Ministry 

Doug McKeel 

In Memory of Jim Moore 

General Fund 

His Daughters and Family 
 

General Fund 

Rick & Janie Perrine 

In Honor of Lois Marshall 

Mask for Corona Protection 

Donna Countryman 

 

In Memory of Noah Sugg, Jr. 

Stained Glass Fund 

Dr. Matt & Lola Delbridge 
 

Food Drive for Kids 

Sandra & Tyndall Lewis 
 

Helping Hands Ministry 

Virginia Shaw 

11. Michelle Thrailkill 

12. Tommy Pate 

14. Marcia Futrelle 

15. Jimmy Bryan 

 Jennifer Howell 

16. Scotlyn Mayo 

17. Hunter Brown 

18. Stacey Robinson 

Wayne Alford 

Warren Bishop 

James Carter 

Lola Delbridge 

Bill DeShong 

Mike Engles 

Ann Futrelle 

Meredith Gibson 

Ann Giddens 

Eleanor Grant 

Bob Harding 

Dot Ham 

Judy Jessee 

Willie Joyner 

Shirley Kirkland 

Pat Millard 

Linda Parsons 

Ann Patterson 

Louwanna Pender 

Glenn Phillips, Sr. 

Edna Powell 

Mary O’Tuel 

Benton Satterfield 

Nancy Satterfield 

Danny Sellers 

Danny & Jerri Stanley 

Becky Sykes 

Frankie Sykes 

Mattie Underwood 

Annie Laurie Wharton 

Brenda Williams 

Wayne Williams 

Military: 

Kenny Archibald 

Zach Phillips 

Jeremy Volz 

Wednesday Conference Call 

Join us each Wednesday at 3:30 pm, beginning April 29th, for  

a time of catching up, sharing of prayer concerns, and a brief   

devotion/discussion of Glenn’s weekly Bible study. All you 

need is your telephone—no computer required! We pray this 

will be an opportunity for everyone to stay connected—

especially our church members who may not have, or be     

comfortable with, computers. All you need to do is dial the          

following number at 3:30 each Wednesday and you will be  

connected to the group (no password or PIN # required).    

(508) 924-5887 

Where are you seeing and experiencing Hope and Peace? We would 

love for you to share your pictures of what brings hope and peace to 

you. Email them to scott@fbcgold.com or text them to Scott or 

Glenn’s cell phones. Thanks! 

 

In Memory of Noah Sugg, Jr. 

Helping Hands Ministry 

Ronnie & Scottie Percise 
 

Helping Hands Ministry 

Virginia Millard 
 

Helping Hands Ministry 

Amy & Rufus Croom 
 

Helping Hands Ministry 

Deana & Ellis Holland 
 

Helping Hands Ministry 

Doug McKeel 
 

Helping Hands Ministry 

John & Linda Lowery 
 

Helping Hands Ministry 

Bill & Brenda DeShong 
 

Helping Hands Ministry 

Dick & Linda Everhart 
 

Helping Hands Ministry 

Seekers Sunday School Class 
 

Helping Hands Ministry 

Ed & Annalean Reeves 



The First Baptist Church 

“Sharing the Heart of Christ from the Heart of the City” 

 

                THE CHURCH STAFF                           
Glenn Phillips Ext. 104 Senior Minister 

919-922-1972 

Scott Thrailkill Ext. 107 Associate Minister 

919-922-2609  

Carl Ashley Ext. 105 Minister of Music 
919--221-1614 

Anna Tart Children’s Ministry Director 
Carol Gray Organist 
Bobbi Goodhart Ext. 101 Administrative Assistant 
Sheila Thompson Ext. 102 Administrator 
Melissa Turner Ext. 114 Support Services Manager 
Karen Kestler Ext. 116 Child Development Director 
 

Child Development Center Phone (919) 735-8464 
 

First Baptist Website    www.fbcgoldsboro.org.  
 

 

FBC partners with the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship nationally and in North 
Carolina, and with the North Carolina Baptist Men and WMU, in spreading 
the gospel and meeting needs in the name of Christ.  

Phone: 919-735-2516 

Fax: 919-735-2993 

E-mail: office@fbcgold.com 

125 South John St. 

PO Box 1538 

Goldsboro NC 

MINISTER ON CALL 
April 27-May 3– Rev Thrailkill 

We have an emergency number at church available 24/7. 
Call the church and select prompt 5, leave your message 
with a phone number, and a minister will be in touch. 

General Fund 
January Giving Total $42,539.55 
February Giving Total $42,922.46 
March Giving Total $41,452.79 
 
Sunday, April 5 $6,997.18 
On Line Giving $7,180.00 
Sunday, April 12 $5,512.00 
On Line Giving $3,755.00 
Sunday, April 19 $3,887.00 
On Line Giving $3,035.00 
Sunday, April 26 $10,909.70 
On Line Giving $3,022.80 
Total $44,298.68 

First Baptist is on Facebook and Instagram 
 

     COVID-19 has given renewed commitment to 
staying in touch and social media for this case is a 
good way.  If you will like us on      Facebook and 
Instagram you will be notified when we post or 
are going on Facebook Live.  

 

Facebook is First Baptist Church 

“Goldsboro” (you must put in Goldsboro) 
 

Instagram is firstbaptistchurchgoldsboro 

(all together!) 

Virtual numbers from Facebook Live 
 

Wednesday April 22– 747 

 

Sunday April 26– 320 reached 
 

These numbers increase as services are saved to 
our Facebook page and can be watched later. 
When you add the radio our radio ministry 
Christ’s love is reaching out because of your 
commitment. Thanks be to God! 

 

Plans for resuming church gatherings. 
 

     Our staff along with deacon leadership have been 
discussing weekly the plan to “reopen” church.  This 
is a difficult and prayerful decision and one which the 
entire diaconate will discuss at a meeting Monday, 
May 4 via Zoom.  Next week by email and the church 
newsletter we will share these plans.  Please be in   
special prayer over the next days about this and know 
that I am praying daily.        Blessings, Glenn 
    

http://www.fbcgoldsboro.org.

